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17 dead at Fla. high school 


Former student who had been expelled 
arrested in mass shooting; at least 12 hurt 


By DAVID FLESHLER, 
ARIC CHOKEY, LISA J. 
HURIASH AND LINDA 
TRISCHITTA 

South Florida Sun-Sentinel 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Fla. — At least 17 people 
were shot to death and 
several others wounded 
Wednesday at a Florida 
high school, in a horrific 
episode of school violence 
that sent scores of students 


running into the streets to 
escape the bullets and 
ended with the arrest of a 
former student as the sus- 
pected gunman. 

Panicked parents stream- 
ed to Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in an 
affluent part of Broward 
County, as police SWAT 
team members and ambu- 
lances surrounded the cam- 
pus. Live footage from news 
helicopters showed emer- 


gency workers who ap- 
peared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks, and 
students congregating on 
streets, many crying, hug- 
ging and calling friends and 
family on their phones. 

In a grainy Snapchat vi- 
deo from the school, a man 
yelled, “Oh, my God,” as the 
pop-pop, pop-pop of four 
gunshots rang out and stu- 
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Parents wait for 
news Wednesday 
after reports of a 
shooter at Mar- 
jory Stoneman 
Douglas High 
School in Park- 
land, Fla. The 
suspect was 
identified as 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, a 
former student 
who was taken 
into custody off 
campus without 
incident about an 
hour after he left 
the school. 

JOEL AUERBACH/AP 


Rauner 
budget, 
rhetoric 
don’t align 
Legislators dismiss 
$37.6B spending 


proposal as ‘phony’ 


By MONIQUE GARCIA, 
KIM GEIGER 

AND BILL LUKITSCH 
Chicago Tribune 


SPRINGFIELD — As he 
asks voters for a second 
term, Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner delivered a 
budget address Wednesday 
that was often at odds with 
what he calls for on the 
campaign trail. 

Candidate Rauner says 
he wants a freeze on local 
property taxes, touts 
changes to increase funding 
for poorer schools as a key 
accomplishment and de- 
rides the income tax hike 
lawmakers put in place last 
year over his veto. But Gov. 
Rauner, facing pressure to 
balance the state’s books 
and live up to his promise to 
bring savvy financial man- 
agement to state govern- 
ment, offered a spending 
plan that undermines much 
of that platform. 

His budget could force 
local property tax hikes by 
requiring school districts to 
pick up the cost of teacher 
pensions. That move also 
could wipe out much of the 
extra money that’s ear- 
marked for schools. And 
instead of declining to 
spend the money from the 
tax hike, it’s integral to his 
plan. 

Left at the end of the day 
is a budget proposal that 
serves primarily as a politi- 
cal document designed to 
blunt criticism that he’s 
failed to produce realistic 
solutions to the state’s fi- 
nancial troubles so far in his 
first term. As such, Wednes- 
day’s proposal instantly ran 
up against political realities, 
as Democrats and Republi- 
cans alike dismissed it as 
“phony” and “cynical.” 

“It was kind of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Rauner,” said Rep. 
Christian Mitchell, D-Chi- 
cago. “Part of the challenge 
of trying to deal with this 
governor is that he under- 
mines himself at every turn 
and his credibility.” 

For his part, Rauner 
painted a picture of a gov- 
ernment that could do more 
with less. He singled out for 
major cuts two of his favor- 
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CHARGES, SORROW 
IN COP’S SLAYING 


I knew Bauer, and 
he was as wonderful 
as people are saying 

I knew Paul Bauer as 
Grace’s dad. 


Grace is 13, a year 
older than my daughter. 
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State police Director Leo Schmitz and Lt. Danyelle Foster on Wednesday inspect the scene where Chicago police Cmdr. Paul Bauer was shot. 
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Suspect in killing 
of commander has 
long criminal history 


By JEREMY GORNER, MEGAN CREPEAU 
AND ELVIA MALAGON 
Chicago Tribune 


They became pals when 
they were 4 and 5. Her 
parents and I had mutual 
HEIDI friends, and we kept 
STEVENS winding up at the same 
birthday parties. Soon 
enough we were planning playdates, and 
eventually, happily, the girls ended up in the 
same elementary school. 

They’re on the debate team together. 
Grace walks away with awards at every 
tournament. She’s bright and kind and won- 
derful. 

So was Paul. Paul was every bit the good 
guy he’s being made out to be. He was better, 
actually. You can’t capture his goodness, not 
really, in stories that are also about his 
killing. 

Tm going to try. 

I spent Wednesday morning at his house, 
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ERIN BAUER PHOTO 


Chicago police Cmdr. Paul Bauer, 
daughter Grace, 13, and wife Erin. Paul 
Bauer was shot and killed Tuesday. 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


Suspect in killing wore armor 
The felon charged with fatally shoot- 
ing Paul Bauer was wearing a jacket 
that concealed a bulletproof vest. 


Fear began when Bauer was tardy 
“As we were waiting for him ... some- 
one made the comment, ‘Paul Bauer is 
never late? ” said Ald. Brian Hopkins. 


‘Chicago P.D? takes heat 
The NBC police drama had a permit 
to film near where Bauer was killed. 
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Chicago police Cmdr. Paul Bauer had just 
parked his car near City Hall for a meeting 
with aldermen Tuesday when the call of a 
drug suspect fleeing the police crackled over 
his radio. It was a routine call — the type that 
the 3l-year veteran had undoubtedly han- 
dled hundreds of times in his career. But this 
one would turn tragic in an instant. 

Bauer, commander of the Near North 
District, spotted a man matching the de- 
scription of the suspect and gave chase 
across Clark Street, where a confrontation 
ensued at the top of a dingy stairwell outside 
the Thompson Center. As bystanders 
watched, the two tumbled down the stairs. 
Seconds later, there was a volley of gunshots. 

The details of Bauer’s last moments were 
revealed Wednesday as police announced 
charges of first-degree murder and armed 
violence against Shomari Legghette, a four- 
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jaa Tom Skilling’s forecast Hign45 Low24 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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FLOORING KICK-OFF 


Laminate Flooring 


varieties 
from sq ft 


SALE 


Wood-Look 
Waterproof 


60+ 


Prefinished Bamboo 


varieties 4. © Ç S S 1 5 
from ea from 


sq ft 


Ends Feb 20! 


1-800-HARDWOOD 
lumberliquidators.com 


FLOORTRENDS | SPRING 2018 


Prefinished Hardwood 


HARDWOOD FLOORS F 


See our fresh selection of NEW 


OR Less! 
STYLES, all at unbeatable prices! 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details. 


1 Months Promotional 


Financing Available* 


*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators 


from 
sq ft 


220+ $179 
varieties credit card from February 7-20, 2018. Subject to credit approval. Minimum 


monthly payments required. See store for details. 


hardwood and wood-look floors in the 
latest trends, including EXCLUSIVE 


